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Bless This House 

God bless Emily 
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Pastoral Ponderings 5 May 2022 
 

I greet you in the name of Christ 

We have moved! The move is complete! What joy! The manse is a pleasure to live in, and the quality 

and attention to detail from everyone involved has been a gift. Thank you. 

I want to extend a special word of thanks to Dianne Cahill for the many hours of cleaning the Rebecca 

Court property, organizing the moving into Finch street and helping with the move. 

By the grace of God, we have managed to get through all the events of the last month! It has been 

full-on on all levels. 

The Alpha testimony service was terrific. And it is so good to hear and see the evidence of God at 

work amongst us, through us, and with us. We give thanks for lives touched, changed, healed, and 

refreshed. Thank you to Terry and the ‘Who Care’ Catering Team and Dianne Cahill and Scott Young 

for their leadership. 

We have had a meaningful Easter season, and it was a joy to see so many returning to in-person 

services. There is a sense of new life and fresh beginnings. Nothing can top the fantastic confirmation 

of Emily Mauch on Easter Sunday. Her heartfelt testimony of how Jesus stirred my heart and many 

of those who listened to it. I am thrilled that young people still sign up to become Christ's disciples 

and are still willing to confess Jesus as Lord and Saviour publicly. Thank you to all preachers, worship 

leaders, and those who helped during the Easter Services in all our locations. You enabled us to sense 

God's presence in a new way. 

Hosting Stepping Stones from the Family Drug Support Australia organization is good; the group 

offers hope to struggling families. Our catering team is doing a fantastic job catering and hosting 

several events. Our community is starting to recognize the gift, and we give thanks to God for this 

ministry. 

Because of rain last year, the Safe Haven Candle Lighting Ceremony was moved to the Williams Hall, 

and the venue proved to be a hit with the organizing committee. It seems like they will continue to 

use the Williams Hall every year. As we explore ways to offer healing and restoration to the 

community, we are delighted when opportunities like this arise. Our willingness to be in this space is 

communicated to the broader community. The next round of Grief and Loss support will also start in 

May, and we ask for prayers for those who are brave to take on the journey. The course is lifegiving, 

and the testimonies of those who have attended are encouraging. 

Please pray for the Assembly which is taking place and the upcoming Synod. We thank God for those 

who can lead and participate in the beautiful new initiatives of Project Plenty. We trust that our Parish 

will start to see and sense the new life and opportunities that are beginning to breakthrough. 

I am excited to let you know that our daughter Tanya and her family are visiting us in July, and I trust 

that you will pray with me for their safe traveling and that COVID will not become an obstacle for 

them to visit. I am mindful of so many families suffering because of separations and travel 

restrictions. Please pray with me for God's love and comfort during these uncertain times. 

Ansie Liebenberg    Disciple of Jesus 
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Completion of Works on Manse                     

3 Finch Street 

The manse was officially 

blessed on Sunday 27th March  And 

the manse family moved in soon after. 

After that, some work was still needed 

in the backyard, and this is almost all 

over bar the shouting. We are to put a 

little bit of turf down along the edge of 

the concrete drain that we had 

installed. 

After Ansie moved in, we discovered that part of the clothesline was broken, and the 

bathroom shower rose was too high for Berenice. The front door was also sticking.  

These items have been rectified.  

We had allowed $80000 including  GST in the loan budget to do all the repairs and 

enhancements. 

We will finish up just short of $79000 including GST. Given that we get almost all the GST 

back, this means our borrowing for these works will be around $71000. 

Along with that we managed to do the following extra work: 

• Additional air conditioning units to the 2nd and 3rd bedrooms 

• Replace the bathroom cabinet 

• Resealed the showers and installed magnetic catches to the shower screen doors 

• Water supply to the fridge space.  

• Additional concrete to driveway 

• Added a battery and HW timer to the solar system. (This will mean a bonus to our 

minister and could even mean a small benefit to the church) 

• Fixed the door and baffles to the wood heater 

• One key now operates all the security doors and the external doors  

• Replaced all the locks to key to like.  

• New clothesline  

• adjustable shower head 

• Painted the roof. 
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Food for Thought…Abide with Me 

I have been watching The Voice on TV where the 4 coaches listen to the auditioning 

contestants from chairs, with their backs turned away from the singers, until they are 

motivated to turn around to demonstrate their great interest in the person’s talent.  What 

seems to be very evident is that the song often mirrors the life story of the person singing 

and this makes it more emotional and meaningful. 

Now, let us consider what we like to sing in Church.  At worship in Akooramak, we turn very 

fifth Monday into a service of song after gathering a list of their favourite hymns.  Each time 

the hymn, Abide with Me, is found on the list, and it is sung with   feeling and 

understanding. So, I researched the author and his reason for penning it.  Here is his story: 

Henry Francios Lyte suffered delicate health all his life…but it didn’t stop him working hard, 

year after year, as he pastored faithfully among the sea-faring folks around Devonshire in 

England.  Finally, his strength was spent, and in 1847, his doctor decreed that he move to 

the milder climate of Southern France.   

It was heartbreaking for his parishioners, so he couldn’t leave without a final sermon in this 

church he had led for 24 years even though his friends felt he was too frail.  Standing 

feebly, he spoke about how all need to prepare for their final moments by becoming 

acquainted with the changeless Christ and his death and resurrection.  As his sermon 

finished, he served the Lord’s Supper with his weeping flock and dismissed them with a 

blessing. 

As his life’s work drew to a close, he found comfort in pondering John 15; “Abide in me and 

I in you.”  Then, according to his gardener, Lyte walked down to the ocean and watched the 

sun setting over the harbour “like a pool of molten gold.” As he watched, he took out a piece 

of paper and wrote out a poem which he rewrote and polished back in his study, before 

handing it to his adopted daughter. 

The next day, he left for France.  On reaching Nice, he had a seizure and died with the 

words, “Joy…Peace” on his lips.  That poem lived on and became one of our beloved 

hymns.  It speaks volumes to those who know their life is moving towards its end which is 

why our congregation at Akooramak request it each time. Lyte knew his time was finished; 

so, these words take on a special significance: 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide!   

The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.   
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  

help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
Hold Thou the cross before my closing eyes;  

shine through’ the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee!  

In life, in death O Lord, abide with me. 
 

Found in “More Real Stories for the Soul” by Robert Morgan. 

Shalom, Jean 
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Who is my Neighbour? 

In recent days, we have welcomed some new people into 

our church. I often think it must be quite difficult for others 

to arrive into our midst and wonder where they fit in to the 

life of our congregations where everyone knows everyone 

else.  We know what goes on, day by day, but how do they 

break into the busyness?  Also, we often neglect to see 

where their talents can be meshed into our ministries. 

So, I am beginning a process that will help us all to further 

Christian relationships of both old and new members.  I’m 

issuing a challenge to you all to interview and help us to 

get to know both newcomers and those who might be finding it hard to break into our midst.   

So, who is my neighbour? Over a few weeks, I have made a beginning.   

Jenny Pearce moved into the villa beside me in the Oaktree Retirement Village and  here is 

a little of what I have discerned from her.  Jenny came to us from the little church of 

Hattonvale, in the Lockyer Parish…but she has been everywhere man!  She was born in 

Grafton and grew up with two sisters and one brother.  Her faith journey began with 

attending Sunday School and then teaching Sunday school as a teenager.  

Jenny was attracted by the familiar painting of Jesus surrounded by smiling children and 

wanted to know more about him. Her faith was nurtured by her mother and grandmother, by 

the youth Group and the Girls Friendly Society.  Her working life started after leaving at 

Year 10, and  attending a secretarial Course through TAFE, she began working as the 

Administrative Officer at Peters Creamery, but soon found her passion in hairdressing.  

 Married with two children, Jenny lived in Maclean and was part of a weekly Bible Study. 

Then a move to Longreach saw her become involved with the KUCA group , a Friday Youth 

Group and in Youth holiday camps on outlying properties.  Back into New South Wales at 

Gunnedah meant another round of activities including being a part of the Church Choir in 

the Anglican church where she became a member of the Ministers’ Fraternal, representing 

R.I. to the secondary students at the High School. 

Around 2009, she undertook training through Trinity College for Chaplaincy and Pastoral 

Care which led to a stint as School Chaplain for 4 years at Cloncurry State School P-12 

which was community funded.  Jenny also became involved in a Period of Discernment but 

found that she really had a valuable ministry as a hairdresser.  From Hattonvale, she 

arrived in Warwick and became my neighbour.   

 This as a new start with new beginnings as she waits for God to show her what he wants 

her to do as she puts her feet into Christ’s footprints.   Jenny wants others to realize their 

self-worth, knowing how much they are all loved by God and other believers. Her own faith 

has been mentored and grown through so many different churches and the saints within 

them. 

Some things that Jenny would like to explore are both inside and outside the church as she 

outreaches to others in faith.  These could include singing, performing arts, some U3A 

activities, gardening, bush poetry, old time dancing and the list can always expand…………. 

Welcome Jenny into our midst and into our service to God, our three-in-one….Jean 
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Last Sunday’s Special Gift 

There were eleven of us, eleven worshippers who usually leave after morning tea to return 

to an empty house and a lonely meal in front of TV or a book.  But this was our TWEATTT 

day, the day when once a month those of us who eat alone and have to talk to ourselves 

can join together for a very tasty hot meal of two courses and plenty of conversation. 

It began at morning tea as those attending found a table and gathered to talk.  The talk 

ranged from the content of the worship we had just attended, listening to a fascinating 

account of the heavens and the Chinese prophesies from them that mirrored the life and 

death of Jesus without their own knowledge of the story we have been celebrating; then 

considering School Chaplaincy and the school breakfasts and on to Mothers’ Day and how 

life has changed. 

It was time then to gather around the square table to eat the delicious meal the catering 

team had cooked up….and talking continued as we ate and enjoyed building relationships 

with each other.  The meal seems to loosen our tongues and our hearts.  It would not be so 

amazing without the efforts of Terry and his team who so willingly and graciously serve us.  

It is a true sacrificial ministry, and we thank them from the bottom of our hearts. 

From now on, this will happen on the first Sunday of each month…and if you eat and live 

alone, this is open to you.  A two-course meal for $15 and a special way of getting to know 

each other in Christian fellowship can only be described as a gift! 

Shalom from Jean and the Eleven ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID ZOOM meeting – 13 April 2022 

• Still need to do COVID clean 

• No vaccination mandate for services, weddings, funerals, etc. 

• No mask mandate 

• No QR sign-in needed 

• If you have completed isolation - you should wear a mask for 7 days after isolation 

completed – should not enter high risk places – preachers etc. included. 

• You are cleared of COVID for 12 weeks after you have completed isolation so won’t 

be considered a close contact (won’t need to isolation etc.) 

• You are contagious at least 2 days prior to testing +ve. 

• Please report to Sue Campbell – 0407 622 877 – if you are COVID +ve.   – (and 

contact QLD Health) 



7 
 

Church Council Chatter  

These past two months the Church council has been focused on the future, setting 

mission and vision, with our two main strategic goals for the next few years being 

agreed as Discipleship and Fit for Purpose.  The Council looks forward to the entire 

community engaging with these and further strengthening our community for the glory of 

God.   

Consequently, two new task teams have been set up, with Reverend Anise leading the 

Discipleship Task Team and Jenny Lane and Ian Darnell leading the Fit for Purpose 

Task Team.  If anybody would like to get involved with these exciting projects, please 

contact the relevant leader.   

There has also been a change to the Finance and Risk Task team, with treasured Chair 

Peter Campbell stepping down after many years of service.  Brad Beck has agreed to 

take on the difficult job of replacing him as Chair and we thank him for taking on this 

calling. 

The manse project is coming to a close, with most of the renovations and updates 

completed on time and under budget.  A lot of thanks have to go to Ian Darnell for the 

amazing job he has done.  This task team will be wound up and incorporated into the Fit 

for Purpose task team. 

We have a lot to praise God and be thankful for, we are blessed to have received higher 

than expected gifts and offerings, and the fundraising events have been more 

successful than previous years.   

Thank you to everyone who has given their time, energy and skills to enable us all to 

fulfill our Ministries.  There are two more market days coming up, so if you would like to 

help or have any ideas for fundraising ideas, please let Scott Young or Sue Campbell 

know. 

Kind regards, 

Mark Richards – Church Council Secretary 

 

Finance Summary – APRIL 2022 

 April Year to April Budget 

Income $10 897 $61 492 $58 319 

Expenditure $11 994 $55 495 $56 090 

 
We know that God provides all blessings and we have been truly blessed by the 
positive growth in our income against the restraint of our expenditure.  
 

We are especially pleased that our offerings are increasing across all our 
congregations and modes of giving, putting less stress on fundraising to balance 
our budget.  
 
This is wonderful news - thank you to all who contribute as we serve our God. 
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LIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE INC 

37 Guy Street 
WARWICK QLD 4370 

Phone/Fax (07) 4661 8211 
ABN: 22 473 075 639 

E-mail ( lccinc37@gmail.com) 
 

Ministers Assoc Report  

APRIL 2022 

This year The Lighthouse has been busier than it has ever been in the past. 

Days are full of assisting with welfare clients, pickups of supermarket produce, pickups of large 

donations, acceptance of donations dropped at the door, sorting and placement and sale of 

donated goods, and delivery of larger items. 

- Lots of new volunteers.  Best Employment are still assisting us with volunteers through their 
Work for the Dole Program. 

- We acquired a grant to buy a bigger truck in 2020 which has been such a blessing for the 
pickups and deliveries.  

- Lots of donations and requests for pickup and deliveries 
- We’ve been renting an extra shed at the Dairy Precinct for the storage and sale of furniture 

and NikNaks. 
- Although we thought we would never fill the shed it is now full to over-flowing. 
- If anyone has any contacts who may be able to help us acquire a larger premises, please let 

us know.  It would be preferrable if the premises is close to the CBD. 
- There has been a greater need and different clientele for welfare this year. 
- Due to Covid, most schools have not begun their breakfast program for this year.  However, 

we anticipate that soon we will be supplying goods for 13 school breakfast programs 
- Our collections from Coles and Aldi now come under Second Bite who have the contract for 

the placement of leftover goods for charitable organisations. 
- We still collect from Woolworths, Subway and Donut King.  Collection and dispersal happen 

seven days a week.   
- Our AGM was held at the Uniting Church, on Tuesday 5th April 2022. 
- Our new committee: Chair, May Morris, Assistant Chair Heather Waites,                         

Treasurer Ray Woodrow, Coordinator Daphne Porter, Assistant Coordinator Joanne Wallace, 
     Secretary Brian Bokenham. Chaplain Rev Ansie Liebenberg. 

- We have funding through Safe Haven to assist with D.V clients.  
Blessings  

Daphne Porter -Co-Ordinator, 
The Lighthouse Community Centre Inc, 
37 Guy St, Warwick QLD 4370 
Ph 46618211 
Email: lccinc37@gmail.com 
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MYSTERY SOLVED 
 

The Warwick Adult Fellowship has a cloth containing the signatures of most of the members over 

the years and some Ministers and their wives. However, two signatures which puzzled me were of 

Rev John Flynn and Mrs Jean Flynn. I could not find any record of their having visited Warwick. As 

always when you speak to the right person you get results. Thanks to Margaret Bryant my mystery 

has been solved. I hope you find the following interesting.  
 

WARWICK DAILY NEWS.  Saturday 26th July 1941.  

CIVIC WELCOME. Rev Dr. and Mrs. John Flynn  

Tributes to Their A.I.M. Work - "TEAM WORK IN THE OUTBACK" 

Co-operation was one of the greatest needs of the Australian people. The time had come in Australia 

when the towns should be the champions of the country round about them, said the Moderator-

General of the Presbyterian Church of Australia (the Right Rev. Dr. John Flynn) who with Mrs. 

Flynn is paying a brief visit to Warwick. They were given a civic reception by the Mayor (Ald. J. 

Allman) and aldermen of the City Council at the Town Hall yesterday afternoon, the function was 

attended by a large representative gathering, including pupils of the two Presbyterian colleges. 

Extending a welcome on behalf of the citizens the Mayor said Warwick was highly honoured at 

receiving a visit from such a distinguished man as Dr. Flynn, whose magnificent work in the interests 

of the outback settler had gained him a world-wide reputation. He described Dr. Flynn as one of the 

greatest assets Australia had ever had and a man whose influence would continue to be felt for many 

generations. In this great work, said the Mayor, Dr. Flynn had received great assistance from his 

wife, and it was a great honour for Warwick to receive a visit from two such eminent people. 

By the co-operation that was received in the outback they had been able to go on and extend the 

wireless communication and then introduce the flying doctor service. This aerial medical service 

movement had now been put on a public basis, and in it, working together, they had every type of 

citizen and society, professional and patriotic, as well as all kinds of schools in the different States, 

backed up by councils, roads boards, etc. They had all helped to bring the victory that had been 

theirs. "Co-operation is what we need," said Dr. Flynn. ñI am proud of the fact that here in Warwick 

you have helped to build up these schools which bring children from the far parts of the State and 

adjoining areas. You are champions of those who live in loneliness." 

Rev. Flynn said he was proud of the educational work that was being performed in Charters Towers, 

a town which some people declared to be deadða town began in order to bring gold out of the earth, 

and which seemed to be doomed to extinction.  He stated that the educational work being carried on 

in Charters Towers to-day was of more value than all the gold brought from under the earth in that 

famous place.  In extending the greetings of the Presbyterian Church of Australia to the people of 

Warwick, Dr. Flynn said that if all united they could play their true part in building up a nation even 

mightier than the great nation it now was. 

In a brief response Mrs. Flynn took the opportunity of thanking those helping the people of the 

outback to get the things which brighten and cheer. She gave an illustration of the problems which at 

times confronted mothers in the remote outposts of the country, and said it was a wonderful privilege 

to get into the back country and meet the people pioneering life out there. It was also a great 

experience to be able to see the reverse side of things in the towns where people lived in their 

comfortable homes, with their beautiful gardens and parks, and thus being able to compare the life of 

one with the other. She emphasised the appreciation of the bush people for the thoughts which were 

given to their welfare by the people of the bigger towns. 
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Psalm 23 
            Welcoming God, you invite us to come  
            into our special sacred space 
            to gather together with God,  
            and to join in our shared worship of God. 
            The Lord is my Shepherd.  
            I have received all I ever needed  
            in the past. 
 
            Generous God, you guide us to meet  
            together  in prayer and praise 
            and as we gather with God 
            we are rested and quietly restored in God. 
            The Lord is my Shepherd;  
            I have everything I need now  
            - at this moment. 
 
            Hospitable God, you have prepared  
            for us here, a great feast of blessings 
            as we meet together with God,  
            and share in fellowship and thanksgiving. 
            The Lord is my Shepherd;  
             I have everything I will ever need 
             - for all time. Amen. 
 

 

 
1/2 Price SALE  

Brand new curtain material 
materials include 

White lace and assorted colours 
some rubber backed 
and curtain backing 

plus 
An assortment of new curtain rods 

All material sold by the metre 
Saturday 21st and Saturday 28th May 

9.00 am to 3.00pm 
St Andrews Community Centre 

33 Forde Street Allora 
For a full list of stock, email ς 

agnewjj@yahoo.com.au 

 
Your TRASH 

maybe someone else’s 
TREASURE. 

 

If you have surplus goods 

which could be donated to the 

Trash and Treasure Stall 

 For the Market Day 

On Saturday 13th August 2022 

Please contact Scott Young 

who will be very pleased to 

assist with collection. 

 Furniture, household items, 

etc. If not sure just ask Scott!!  

A FAMILIAR 

PROBLEM ? 

* INCORRECT PASSWORD  

# SECURITY QUESTION 

WHERE WERE YOU ON 22 ND 

OCTOBER 2012?  

* INCORRECT ANSWER  

# CHANGE PASSWORD  

* PASSWORD MUST HAVE 

CAPITAL LETTER, NUMBER, 

SYMBOL, AND BE 20 

CHARACTERS IN LENGTH.  

# SORRY NEW PASSWORD 

CANNOT BE THE SAME AS 

THE PREVIOUS 

PASSWORD.  

 

 


