Practical Arrangements in the Church

Flowers are usually provided by the Church Ladies at Extra WA RWICK UNITING CHU RCH

Cost. Contact Lyn Pollard for details- 46612900 .

Decorations may be attached to the pews with ribbon or elastic WEDDING INFORMATION SLIP
but please - no sticky tape or pins!

Photography is permitted in the Church under certain, clearly
understood conditions and with prior arrangement with the
Minister.

Flower girls and page boys should be chosen carefully. Ideally
they will be of school age and able to stand for the duration of
the service. (usually half an hour)

Confetti and rice may NOT be used as they are impossible to
completely clean up.

The Church appointed organist is expected to play for all
ceremonies unless prior arrangements have been made with a
qualified organist.

The Groom and his attendants should meet with the Minister in
the vestry at least 20 minutes before the ceremony is due to
begin.

The Bridal Party should make every effort to arrive at the
Church at the advertised time. Do not allow photographers to Thank you for consider'ing Warwick Unmng

delay proceedings. It normally takes approximately 10 minutes .
from the arrival of the Bride to the beginning of the ceremony. Church as a place to be married.

Costs and Fees We would like to work with you to prepare
. A depOSiT Of $100 is r'equir'ed When Comple'l'ing fhe NO‘HfiCGTion you forl marlrlied Iife and 1-0 make your
of Marriage papers and the lease agreement. Until these are . .
received the church booking is only provisional. Weddlng a true expression of your love
The total fees for the wedding ceremony are $750. This . . . .
inclusive fee covers the use of the Church, Minister, Marriage TogeTher, shar'ed In The JOY W'Th YOLII" mel Iy
preparation course, Organist, flowers as for Sunday worship and and CommuniTY. We hope the notes on the

cleaning.

following pages are helpful.

Contact: Please ring the church Office (07) 4661 1080 for booking
enquiries and for further information, and then you can arrange an
interview by talking with or write to "The Minister, PO Box 436
Warwick, Qld. 4370", or email ucawarwick@wkuc.com.au



Pastoral Focus

Working with couples and families to celebrate marriage is one of
the great joys of a Christian community. Marriage is, for many
people, the most significant relationship of human life, and when
we celebrate marriage we express some of life's deepest and
most powerful hopes and dreams. A marriage service uses words
and symbols to represent those deep promises. It seeks to
express the love, trust and hope of a man and a woman as they
make a life commitment to a shared future.

It is also a legal commitment, a formal announcement of
marriage to family and community, and, when a minister of the
Church is involved, a service of worship.

With all those things happening it's no surprise that
preparing for a wedding can also be just a little stressful! With
so many expectations and hopes to express, with different
“family cultures” and personalities involved, and with significant
costs to cover, weddings need careful planning, and we can't let
the point of the wedding - the celebration of a loving, trusting
and hopeful relationship - be lost in all the confusion.

Our Minister will journey with you both as you prepare for
your wedding day and for married life together.

Um'rmg Church Expectations

The Church requires that every Minister ensure that
couples adequately understand the nature and
responsibilities of a Christian Marriage.

It is also important that the Minister and the couple
become acquainted before the Marriage Ceremony. This
may require several meetings and will cover such matters
as completing necessary formalities, a discussion of the
meaning of marriage, planning the service and a rehearsal.
It is a requirement that each couple undertake a PREPARE
program - or something similar - before their Marriage.
This program has been developed to help couples improve
communication skills and to build up the strengths in their
relationship. The cost is $60.

Order of Service

The Minister will discuss the order of service with you.
The service has some elements that are legally required,
and with those elements included, we hope to make the
service unique and personal.

Couples may wish to invite a friend or relative o read
from the Bible in the service. This is welcomed as long as
the reader is able to speak and read clearly.

Marriage ceremonies don't have to include hymns. Hymns
are best included when most guests will know them and
will sing along.

You will need to discuss any special requests for music
during the processions and the signing of the register
with the organist - contact the Organist Coordinator
Mr David Cahill (07 4661 3527) for more information.

Legal Requirements

A 'Notice of Intended Marriage’ must be completed at
least one month before the wedding date. This can be
down load of f the net at
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/7
529/bdm-notice-intended-marriage-form.pdf

Birth certificates of the bride and groom will be needed
when completing documentation, and, where relevant,
death or divorce certificates also.

The bride and groom will also be asked to sign a
Statutory Declaration before the marriage service, to
say that there is no legal reason for them not to marry.
Two persons over the age of 18 will be required to sign
the marriage certificate as withesses of the Marriage
Ceremony.

If there are any other requirements under the
Commonwealth Marriage Act your Minister will explain
them to you.



